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company to own stations reaching 45% of the country, which actually means up to 
90% if the company owns only LrHF stations. While the current limits on local 
radio ownership would be retained, the proposal would allow for significantly 
increased radio and TV cross-ownership. Taken together, thesc changes would 
move this country closer to a time when the media is dominated by a small 
nuniber of national companies that are completely out ofthe reach of local 
ownership and control. This would be a significant and I believc largely negative 
development, given our nation’s history of local access and local control of the 
media that has served us so well until now. 

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 lified thc cap on how many radio 
stations a company can own nationwide. Before the Act, a radio station could 
only own up to 40 stations throughout the entire country. After the Act’s 
enactment, there has been a sustained period of consolidation in the radio industry 
resulting in one company, Clear Channel, now owning more than 1,200 radio 
stations and a few other companies owning hundreds and hundreds of stations. 

While allowing one company to own many radio stations has improvcd the 
bottom-line of the radio business for some investors, radio listeners are suffering. 
With just a few companies setting national play lists, the vast choice once 
available to radio listeners no longer exists. Driving across thc country, a listener 
is now struck by the uniform nature of music play lists, not the diversity of sound 
and local creativity that once inhabited our airwaves. 

In the area of local news and information, as large corporations have 
consolidated local newsrooms in favor of a few national news centers, the people 
who used to listen to the radio to learn about the issues and news in their own 
neighborhood have lost a crucial source of information. In addition, the market 
power of large radio companies has been used to increase prices, and decrease 
choices, in complimentary entertainment venturcs such as concert venues, 
promotion, and merchandise. 

The rules that the Commission has proposed would undermine our citizens’ 
ability to obtain news and information that they need to fully participate in our 
democratic society, The Commission must provide a full description of all of thc 
proposed changes and the basis for each ofthem. The Commission must then take 
the time to fully consider the far-reaching impact of the proposed rules and allow 
for vigorous comment and debate. 
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The lesson of radio over the last seven years is a critical one for this debate, and 
we ignore it at great risk to the country. In the current cnvironrnent, it is very 
easy to move forward and to change the media owncrhp  rules without a full 
appreciation of the consequences and without full disclosure and debate. It will be 
a much harder task to turn back the clock if these new rules do to ncwspapers and 
television what thc Telecommunications Act of 1996 has done to radio. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Russell D. Feingold 
UNITED STATES SENATOR 

cc: 
Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
Michael Copps 
Kevin Martin 
Johnathan Adelstein 



5 /19 /2003  3 : 2 8  PY FROM: Fax TO: 1-866-413-0232 PAGE: 031 OF 001 

May 19,2003 

Mr. Michael Powell 
Chairman, FCC 
445 12" Street sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Powell: 

I am writing to ask you to PLEASE maintain current FCC laws protecting the American 
public from further consolidation of our media. 

I live in a small town, have only Comcast for cable, or dish which costs lligh start-up 
fees. If you allow Murdock and Fox to merge, it won't he long before they push out any 
competition there might now be and will rein as a sole monopoly in television 
programming and other media coverage. Also, remember what happened in Florida, 
whcrc thc prcsidcntial election rcsults were suspect bccausc of Fox coverage. 

Also, thc apparcnt strong conservative slant on the news that is availablc now, generally 
on all statiotls but PBS and BBC, strongly suggests inequitics and bias in coverage. 

Pcrhaps you've alrcady bccn taken by the big bucks lobbyists, and this lcttcr is in vain, 
but I hopc that you arc an honorable person and understand that the position you hold is 
to ensurc protcdion of frcc spccch and unbiascd and cquitable media covcrage for thc 
American people. 

Please, do the right thing for yoursclf and this country by prcvcnting further mcdia 
consolidatioa. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Yates 
167 East I Street 
Renicia, CA 945 10 

707-747-5262 
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Representative Lipinski: 

OUR PUBLIC AlR WAVES 

1 crge you and your colleagues in Congress IO promote a diverse, balanced, and competitive 
media. Please stop the FCC rule c,hnngc on June 2. 

I: find that the news presented by ABC, NBC and FOX all sounds the same as if it were a repear 
of what they receive from the wire services and do not contain items that 1 gather from the 
i.nternet and RBC, courtesy ofN.PR and WYCC (W-20) .  The same situation exists on 
Clear Cbannel radio that is  editorialized by the same source and Iacks local i tem of interest. 

Please stop the Fcderal Communicatioris Commission intent to lift restrictions on media 
ownership that could allow our local n.ewspapcr, cable provider, radio stations, and TV channels 
all to bc owned by one company. The result could be the disappearance of the checks and 
balances provided by a competitivc India inarkelplace - and h i t s  cutbacks in local o e w  and 
reporling. Good, balanced information is the basis for our democracy. 

We allow media companies to use the airwaves in exchange for their assurance that they're 
serving the public interest, and it's the FCC's job to make sure that's so. Please hold the FCC to  
its mandate and oppose the rule change. 

Sincerely, 

Wilbur Zielke 
11439 Foxwoods Drive 
Oak l a w n  11, 60453 v 
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J o s h u a  H e r z i g - M a r x  
8 W e b s t e r  S t r e e t  
Wes t  Newton,  M A  02465-1838  

May 27, 2 0 0 3  

C h a i  rman M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  SW 
W a s h i n g t o n .  D C  2 0 5 5 4  

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  o n  A m e r i c a n s '  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  be o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f ree ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on  any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  p u b l i c  comment .  

s i n c e r e l y .  

I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  

J o s h u a  H e r z i g - M a r x  
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D a v i d  W. T a r b e l l  
1 8 7  S .  P l a i s t e d  Ave.  
Hauppauge,  N Y  1 1 7 8 8 - 2 7 4 9  

May 2 7 .  2 0 0 3  

C h a i  rman M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC 2 0 5 5 4  

Cha i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news. i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
and  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  be o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment o n  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  or h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

My own o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  news c o v e r a g e  r e c e n t l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  we a l r e a d y  h a v e  
p r o b l e m s  o f  i n s u f f i c i e n t  d i v e r s i t y  o f  v i e w p o i n t .  T h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  l a r g e  
c o r p o r a t i o n s  seems e x c e s s i v e .  s u c h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  h a v e  s t r u c t u r a l  i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  
may d i v e r g e  from t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  b r o a d e r  p u b l i c .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

D a v i d  W. T a r b e l l  
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Maeve B r o w n  
5 7 0  M i  r a  V i s t a  Ave. ,  #401  
O a k l a n d ,  C A  9 4 6 1 0  

May 27, 2 0 0 3  

C h a i  rman M i c h a e l  Powel  1 
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
445 1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

C h a i r m a n  P o w e l l  : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on A m e r i c a n s '  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To  h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  a n d  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e 1  Y. 

Maeve E l i s e  B r o w n  
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L e n n i c e  W e r t h  
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P .  e 

4 3 6  W h i t m o r e  TownRd. 
Crewe, V A  2 3 9 3 0  

May 27, 2003  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  SW 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 5 4  

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on  A m e r i c a n s '  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To  h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  a n d  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o n  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment o n  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

L e n n i c e  W e r t h  
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Susan  L a u c h l  an  
1 3 5  E a s t  W a l d o  Rd 
Wa ldo ,  ME 04915  

May 27, 2003 

Cha i  rman M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 5 4  

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on A m e r i c a n s '  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news,  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
and  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o n  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n .  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment o n  any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

Susan  L a u c h l  an  



wed 28 M a y  z o o 3  0 8 : 4 0 : 1 8  AM E D T  P .  6 
K e v i n  M i l l e r  
6 0 3  S o u t h  B e r k l e y  
E l m h u r s t ,  I t  60126-4230  

May 2 7 ,  2 0 0 3  

C h a i  rman M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  SW 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

C h a i  rman Powe l  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  o n  A m e r i c a n s '  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news,  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To  h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n .  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment o n  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

T h i s  p l a n ,  i f  i t  g o e s  t h r o u g h ,  d e f l i e s  t h e  f ree  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s t e m .  I t  u s e s  t h e  
e x c u s e  o f  t h e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s t e m  t o  p u t  m e d i a  i n  a s  f e w  h a n d s  a s  p o s s i b l e .  
Thomas P a i n e ,  B e n j a m i n  F r a n k l i n ,  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  e t c .  a l l  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  
i m p o r t a n t  o f  an  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  d i v e r s e  m e d i a .  How come we d o n ' t  g e t  i t ?  

S i  n c e r e l  Y, 

K e v i n  James M i l l e r  



wed 28 may 2003  o 8 : 4 n : i 8  AM E D T  P .  5 
J e s s e  Graham 
5 0 0 7  n Elmwood A 
K a n s a s  C i t y ,  MO 6 4 1 1 9  

May 27 ,  2003  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
445 1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 5 4  

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
pub1  i c comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on  A m e r i c a n s '  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To  h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i D a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  open  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

J e s s e  Graham 



Wed 28  May Z O O 3  0 8 : 4 0 : 1 8  EDT 
c v n t h i a  M c N i e l  
1 0 6  E a s t  9 0 t h  S t r e e t  
K a n s a s  C i t y ,  MO 64114-3701 

May 27, 2 0 0 3  

C h a i  rman M i c h a e l  Powel  1 
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
445 1 2 t h  S t r e e t  SW 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 5 4  

~ 

P. 4 

C h a i  rman Powe l  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  you r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on A m e r i c a n s '  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  and  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  be t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  such  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  p u b l i c  comment .  

s i n c e r e l y .  

C y n t h i a  McNi e l  



Wad 26 Nay 2003 0 8 : 4 8 : 1 8  AM EDT 
Mary S i m p s o n  

~ 

P .  3 

938  Lakes ide  D r i v e  
B i r m i n g h a m ,  M I  4 8 0 0 9  

May 27, 2 0 0 3  

C h a i  rman M i c h a e l  Powel  1 
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  SW 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

Chai rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
pub1  i c comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on  A m e r i c a n s '  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
and  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  or  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

M a r y  S i m p s o n "  



wed 2e may 2003 0 8 : 4 8 : i e  AM EDT P .  2 
Andrew R o w l a s  
2328  Wes t  F a r w e l l  Avenue #1 
C h i c a s o .  I t  6 0 6 4 5 - 4 7 3 7  

May 27 ,  2 0 0 3  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
445 1 2 t h  S t r e e t  SW 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

C h a i  rman Powe l  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n .  p r o g r a m m i n g  
and  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n .  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  and  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  be t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e 1  Y. 

And rew D R o w l a s  



wed 28 may z o o 3  oa:48:ia AM E D T  P .  1 
R u s s e l l  M c C a r t y  
4 5 0  W .  7 t h  S t . .  # 1 5 0 8  
T u l s a .  OK 741  1 9 - 1  041 

May 27,  2 0 0 3  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  sw 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
and  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To  h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n .  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  a n d  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment o n  any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

R u s s e l l  M c C a r t v  



Wed 28  May 2 0 0 3  0 8 : 5 3 : 4 8  &M EDT 
M i n a  M o g h a n a k i  

P .  I 1  

1 W i l l i a m s  Rd. 
H a v e r f o r d ,  P A  1 9 0 4 1  

May 27,  2 0 0 3  

c h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC 2 0 5 5 4  

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news. i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To  h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  be o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment o n  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  or h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

M i  n a  M o g h a n a k i  



Wed 28  nay 2003 0 8 : 5 3 : 4 8  an E D T  P. 1 0  
C h r i s  D a n o w s k i  
1 1 3 8  E N o r t h v i e w  A v e .  
P h o e n i x ,  AZ 8 5 0 2 0 - 5 0 2 5  

May 27,  2 0 0 3  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
445  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  sw 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 5 4  

Chai rman Powe l  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  o n  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news,  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To  h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r r i c i p a t i o n  o n  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n .  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e .  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment o n  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  or h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

C h r i s  D a n o w s k i  



Wed 28 May 2003 0 8 : 5 3 : 4 8  AM L D T  P .  9 
D a v i d  Loundy  
2 9 9  V e r n o n  Ave. 
C l e n c o e ,  I t  60022-2150 

May 27,  2 0 0 3  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  Commi s s i  on 
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  SW 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n .  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

s i  n c e r e l  y .  

I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  

D a v i d  t o u n d y  



Wsd 28  May 2003 0 8 : 5 3 : 4 8  AM EOT P .  8 
I v y  C a r l y n d  
7 0 9  R o g e r s  S t .  
M a d i s o n ,  WI 5 3 7 0 3  

May 27, 2003  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  c o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  SW 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n .  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  a n d  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment o n  any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i  r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

I v y  C a r l y n d  



wed 28 may 2003 0 8 : 5 3 : 4 a  AM E D T  P .  7 
M o r a d  Fakra i  
1 0 0 3  Greenwood  D r i v e  
M e n l o  Park, C A  94025  

May 27, 2003 

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 5 4  

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n .  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  and  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  or h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

M o r a d  F a k r a i  



Wed 28 May 2003 08:53:48 1\11 E D T  
B e r n a r d  T i l s o n  

P .  6 

2 M a p l e  T e r  
Newton,  NJ 07860-6804 

May 27, 2003  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  SW 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 5 4  

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n .  p r o g r a m m i n g  
and  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To  h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  and  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on  any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

B e r n a r d  T i  1 s o n  



Wed 28 May 2003 0 8 : 5 3 : 4 8  AM EDT P .  5 
M a r l e i g h  Kopas  
5 8 1  S u n n y s i d e  H i l l  Road 
S a n d p o i n t ,  I D  8 3 8 6 4  

May 2 7 ,  2003  

C h a i  rman M i c h a e l  Powel  1 
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o n  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on  any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

s i n c e r e 1  Y ,  

M a r l e i g h  Kopas  



Wed ZE may 2003 0 8 : 5 3 : 4 E  RM EOT P .  4 
J o s e p h  T r e a t  
2267  V i a  Manzana  
S a n t a  Fe. N M  8 7 5 0 7  

May 2 7 .  2003  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  SW 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

Chai rman P o w e l  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  C o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may have a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
and  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  T o  h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  a n d  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o n  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  deba te  and t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  and  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

J o s e p h  T r e a t  



Wed 28  May 2003 0 0 : 5 3 : 4 8  AM E D T  P .  3 
D a n i e l  J o r d a n  
4 9 5 6  Barbados C o u r t  
Oak Park, C A  9 1 3 7 7  

May 27, 2 0 0 3  

Cha i  rman M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

C h a i  rman Powe l  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

The  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  h a s  
a l r e a d y  h a d  e a p r o f o u n d  i m p a c t  on A m e r i c a n s '  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news,  
i n f o r m a t i  on, p r o g r a m m i n g  and  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  F u r t h e r  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  w i  11 
make i t  w o r s e .  To  h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on m a j o r  
i s s u e s ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  w i l l  
s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and t h e  m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  
R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

To s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n  and t h e  
f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  
comment on any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  i m p a r t i a l l y  
e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

s i  n c e r e l  v .  

Dr D a n i e l  J o r d a n  



Wed 2 8  Nay 2003 08:53:48 AM EDT 
B a r b a r a  B r o w n  
P 0 Box 4 5  
F o r t  B r a g g ,  C A  9 5 4 3 7  

May 27, 2003  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
445 1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC 20554  

P .  2 

h 

C h a i  rman Powe l  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
pub1  i c comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
and  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o n  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  and  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  be t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  p u b l i c  comment .  

s i n c e r e l y  

I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  

B a r b a r a  B r o w n  



Wed 2 8  May 2003 0 8 : 5 3 : 4 8  AM EDT P .  I 
E D N A  R O S S E N A S  
1 7 9 5  S H O R E L I N E  H W Y  
M U I R  B E A C H ,  C A  94965-9724 

May 27, 2003  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC 20554  

C h a i  rman Powe l  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on A m e r i c a n s '  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on m a j o r  i s s u e s .  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment o n  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

E D N A  C A I L I E  R O S S E N A S  


